Abstract. 74 species of rove beetles were identified in the collections of the "Grigore Antipa" National Museum of Natural History, collected from the Danube Delta Biosphere
The Danube Delta Biosphere Reserve (Romania) is an area of national and international importance; among its main ecosystems there are running waters, stagnant waters, wetlands and flooded areas, fluvial and marine levees, as well as human-modified areas (for agriculture, silviculture, pisciculture).
Since 1991, the Danube Delta Biosphere Reserve was listed as a wetland of international importance, especially as a waterflow habitat under the Ramsar Convention, and is among the largest of the 600 recognised wetlands. The universal natural heritage value of the reserve was recognised in 1991 by the inclusion of the strictly protected areas in the World Heritage List under the World Heritage Convention.
For this reserve, the rove beetle fauna is very poorly known. There are a few articles that deal with beetles from Letea Island and Caraorman Levee (Negru, 1968 , Ieniștea, 1968 , 1974 , while other papers present a few rove beetle species collected from the Danube Delta Biosphere Reserve (Raianu, 1963; Stan 2004 Stan , 2010 Stan , 2012 .
materials and methods
Many rove beetle specimens, collected during 1962-1966 within the project The entomofauna of the Letea Island by the entomologists of "Grigore Antipa" National Museum of Natural History, were still unidentified. To these specimens, a material collected by the Museum researchers involved in the projects regarding the diversity of Romanian fauna (1991, 1995) and the diversity of insect fauna from Dobrudja (2012, 2015, 2016) was added. The material was enriched by the donations made by Dr. Constantin Ciubuc in 2012 and 2017. Most specimens were collected using light traps. I studied rove beetle specimens which came from 23 collecting sites (Fig.1) .
The collecting sites from the Danube Delta Biosphere Reserve are: Chilia Veche (1), Letea Forest (Periprava, C. A. Rosetti), (2), Hașmacul Mare Natural Reserve (3), 29 .526º E, (4), Sulina (5), Litcov Channel (6), Maliuc, Mila 26 (7), Uzlina (Murighiol) (8), Caraorman Forest (Crișan, Caraorman), (9), Sfântu Gheorghe (10), Sacalin Island (11), Dunavăț (Murighiol) (12), Sarinasuf (Murighiol) (13), Popina Island (Razelm Lake) (14), Enisala 28º49'46.51"E (15) , Jurilovca (16), Periteașca (17), Chituc Levee, 28º53'57.82"E (18) , Nebunu Lake (Periprava) (19), Madgearu Channel (20) Murighiol (21), Mila 23, Dunărea Veche (at the small island) -45º13 '06.18"N, 29º13'55.60"E, (22); Maliuc, Mila 26, 29º03'36.78"E (23) .
For morphological study a Stemi 2000-C stereomicroscope was used. The photographs were taken using a Leica 205C stereomicroscope with a mounted Canon EOS 70 D camera. The specimens are preserved in the Coleoptera Collections of "Grigore Antipa" National Museum of Natural History, Bucharest, Romania. 74 rove beetle species were identified examining the Museum collections. These species belong to 7 subfamilies: Tachyporinae (1), Aleocharinae (4), Oxytelinae (18), Oxyporinae (1), Steninae (2), Paedrinae (19) and Staphylininae (29) . The number of the specimens, the collecting sites (alphabetically grouped), the collecting date, collecting method (where there is such information), and collector's name are mentioned for each species. For part of the collecting sites the geographical coordinates are indicated in the Material and Methods chapter, for other collecting sites the coordinates are mentioned below because there were different collecting dates for the same locality. Fig. 1 Lake, 7.07.2015, leg. E.I.; Periprava: 10 ♀, 30.04.1965, leg. Șt.N.; 6 ♂, 21 ♀, 1.07.1965, leg. Șt.N.; 1 ♀, Periteașca, 17.06.1995, leg. D.R.; 6 specs, Popina Island, 6.09.1988, leg. ?; Sfântu Gheorghe: 3 ♀, 14.08.1971, leg. X.S.-P.; 5 ♂, 15 ♀, 12.06.1995, leg. D.R.; Sulina: 1 ♀, 18.06.1964, leg. Șt.N.; 2 ♂, 9 ♀, 23.07.1964, leg. Șt.N.; 3 ♀, 17.06.1965, leg. Șt.N.; 3 ♀, 20-23.07.1966, leg. Șt.N.; 1 ♂, 1 ♀, 12.07.1967, leg. A.R.; 2 ♂, 3 ♀, 7.07.1968, leg. Șt.N.; 4 ♀, 18.06.1969, leg. Șt.N.; 1 ♂, 3 ♀, 10.07.1969 : Caraorman Forest: 45 specs, 20.06.1967, leg. Șt.N.; 10 specs, 21.06.1967, leg. Șt.N.; 6 specs, 23.06.1967, leg. Șt.N.; 12 specs, 24.06.1967, leg. Șt.N. & M. W.; 1 spec., 31.05.1968, leg. I.D.; 2 specs, 5.07.1968, leg. A.P.-G.; 5 specs, 30.08.1969, leg. Șt.N.; 12 specs, 21.09.1969, leg. Șt.N.; 4 ♂, 5 ♀, 21.09.1969, leg. Șt.N.; 16 specs, 30.09.1969, leg. Șt.N.; Crișan: 1 spec., 25.08.1969, leg. Șt.N.; 3 specs, 14.07.1970 
Bledius verres Erichson, 1840
Examined material: 1 ♀, Caraorman Forest, 21.09.1969, leg. Șt.N.; 3 specs, Crișan, 17.08.1967, leg. M.W.; 1 spec., Periprava, 29.07.1963, leg. A.P.-G.; 1 spec., Sacalin Island, 5.07.1971; 1 spec., Sfântu Gheorghe, 12.06.1995, leg , 30.05.1965, leg. Șt.N.; 2 specs, 17.07.1966, leg. Șt.N.; 6 specs, 11.10.1966, leg. Șt.N.; 3 specs, 10.10.1966, under Periteașca, 17.06.1995, leg. D.R.; Sfântu Gheorghe: 3 specs, 30.06.1971, leg. M.W.; 2 specs, 10.08.1971, leg. ?; 1 spec., 3.07.1971, leg. ?; 1 ♂, 1 ♀, 12.06.1995, leg. D.R.; Sulina: 12 specs, 23.07.1964, leg. Șt.N.; 1 spec., 20.07.1966, leg. Șt.N.; 15 specs, 20-23.07.1966, leg. Șt.N.; 4 specs, 9.07.1967 , leg. Șt.N., 4 specs, 7-8.07.1968 3 ♀, 18.06.1969, leg. Șt.N.; 1 ♂, 17.06.1969, leg. I.D.; 2 specs, 18.06.1969, leg. Șt.N.; 1 spec., 11.07.1971, leg. ?; 1 spec., 9.07.1974, leg. A.P.-G.; 5 specs, 1.07.1979, leg. ?; 1 ♂, Uzlina (chalet), 18.06.1991 , leg. N.G. Philonthus quisquiliarius (Gyllenhal, 1810 ) Examined material: Caraorman Forest: 3 ♂, 3 ♀, 21.09.1965 3 specs, 12.05.1968, leg. X.S.-P.; 1 ♂, 12.07.1968, leg. M.W.; 1 ♀, 13.06.1969, leg. Șt.N.; 1 ♂, 16.06.1969, leg. Șt.N.; 3 ♂, 4 ♀, Chituc Levee, Sinoe-Black Sea Channel, 17.08.2003, black light traps, leg. C.Ci.; Crișan: 3 ♂, 1 ♀, 1.07.1968, leg. Șt.N.; 1 ♂, 3 ♀, 16.07.1970, leg. Șt.N.; 2 ♀, 21.07.1970, leg. Șt.N.; 7 ♂, 6 ♀, 17.08.1976, leg. X.S.-P.; 21 specs, Enisala, 14.08.2003, black light trap, leg. C.Ci.; 2 ♀, Letea (village), 30.06.2016 , black light trap, leg. I.I.; 1 ♂, 2 ♀, Litcov Channel, on the bank, 1.09.1969, leg. Șt.N.; 2 ♂, 2 ♀, Madgearu Channel, 20-21.06.1993, leg. C.H.; 7 ♂, 6 ♀, Maliuc, Mila 26, 6-9.08.1991, leg. I.M.&R.S.; 2 ♂, 2 ♀, Maliuc, Mila 26, Sulina Channel, 26.06.2002, mercury vapor light trap, leg. C.Ci.; 4 ♂, 1 ♀, Mila 23, 31.07.2002 , white light trap, leg. C.Ci; 1 ♂, 2 ♀, Nebunu Lake, 7.07.2015, leg. E.I.; Periprava: 1 spec., 3.07.1963, leg. A.P.-G.; 2 specs, 29.07.1963, leg. A.P.-G.; 1 ♀, Sfântu Gheorghe, 30.06.1971, leg. M.W.; 5 specs, Sulina, 18.06.1969, leg. Șt .N. Sharp, 1874 Examined material: Crișan: 1 ♀, 13.07.1970 1 ♂, 14.07.1970, leg. M.W.; 1 ♀, Maliuc, Mila 26, 6.08.1991, leg. I.M.; 1 ♀, Madgearu Channel, 20-21.06.1993, leg. C.H.; 1 ♀, Periprava, 15.10.1966, leg. Șt .N.
Philonthus rectangulus

Philonthus salinus Kiesenwetter, 1844
Examined material: 1 ♂, C. A. Rosetti, 5.07.1966, leg. Șt.N.; Caraorman Forest: 1 ♀, 21.06.1967, leg. Șt.N.; 1 ♂, 23.06.1967, leg. Șt.N.; 1 ♂, 13.08.1967 , leg. X.S.-P:, 7 ♂, 5 ♀, 5.07.1968 2 ♂, 1 ♀, 21.07.1979, leg. A.P.-G.; 6 specs, Chituc Levee, Sinoe-Black Sea Channel, 17.08.2003, black light traps, leg. C.Ci.; Crișan: 1 ♂, 18.06.1967, leg. X.S.-P.; 3 ♂, 2 ♀, 17.08.1967, leg. X.S.-P.; 2 ♂, 2 ♀, 1.07.1968, leg. Șt.N.; 1 ♀, 10.07.1970, leg. Șt.N.; 4 specs, 15.07.1970, leg. Șt.N.; 1 ♂, 21.07.1970, leg. Șt.N.; 3 ♂, 2 ♀, Enisala, 14.08.2003, black light trap, leg. C.Ci.; 1 ♀, Hașmacul Mare Natural Reserve, 19.06.1993, leg. I.M.; Letea Forest: 5 ♂, 1.04.1966, leg. Șt.N.; 4 ♂, 2 ♀, 23.06.1966, leg. Șt.N.; 4 ♂, 14.10.1966, leg. X.S.-P.; 1 spec., 11.07.1980, leg. A.P.-G.; 1 ♂, 18.06.1993, leg. I.M.; Letea (village) , 13.07.1964, leg. Șt.N.; 7 specs, 30.04.1965, leg. Șt.N.; 16 specs, 30.05.1965, leg. Șt.N.; 38 specs, 4.07.1965, leg. Șt.N.; 6 ♀, 14.10.1966, leg. Șt.N.; 3 ♂, 1 ♀, Periteașca, 17.06.1995 In the examined material, two species of Achenium were identified, namely A. propontiacum Bordoni, 2009 and A. humile (Nicolai, 1822) . I have revised the Achenium specimens preserved in the Coleoptera collections: 1 ♂, 1 ♀, Măcin, Dobrudja, coll. Montandon and 1 ♂, 3 ♀, Comana (Giurgiu County), coll. Montandon. These specimens belong to A. propontiacum and not to A. depressum (Stan, 2006 (Stan, , 2008 . In the collections there are 1 ♂ of A. humile from Comana, coll. Montandon and 1 ♀ from Várhegy (Chinari, Mureș County), coll. Deubel. Three species of Achenium are known from Romania (Assing, 2010) . A male of A. depressum (Gravenhorst, 1802) from Pitești, 23.08.1991, leg. Șerban Procheș, is preserved in the Museum collections.
Regarding Ochthephilum species, only O. collare (Reitter, 1884), a species with a Ponto-Mediterranean distribution (Assing, 2009) The present paper is a posthumous homage to the Museum specialists who contributed to the development of the Coleoptera collections: Ion Drăghia, Cristina Hoinic, Ștefan Negru, Aurelian Popescu-Gorj, Atena Roșca, Nicolae Săvulescu, Xenia Scobiola-Palade, Igor Sienkiewicz, Medeea Weinberg. The author expresses her sincere thanks to the colleagues: Rodica Serafim, Ioana Matache, Dr. Ionuț Iorgu, Dr. Elena Iorgu, Dr. Gabriel Chișamera, Dr. Cristina Constantinescu; Dr. Costică Adam, Dr. Angela Petrescu, Dr. Dorel Ruşti, Dr. Nicolae Găldean. Many thanks to Dr. Constantin Ciubuc who donated rove beetle specimens sorted by him from samples collected using light traps. Thanks to Liviu Moscaliuc and Dr. Ionuț Iorgu for the photos. Moreover, thanks are extended to my colleague Dr. Alexandru Iftime for generating the map. I also thank the referees for their constructive comments on my manuscript and for their publishing advice.
